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In 1944, with the invasion of Europe underway and the battles in the 
Atlantic all but won, the Royal Navy’s strength could now be focused 
on the Pacific where the Japanese were still a long way from defeat. 
Eager to stand toe to toe with their American cousins, the British 
sent the largest fleet they had ever assembled to the Far East and 
began an intense, bloody war of attrition against the Axis foe. This 
book follows the story of the aircraft carrier HMS Indomitable and her 
daring 5th Fighter Wing, whose actions would come to define the Pacific 
Fleet and its courage in the face of injury, imprisonment and death.

W H AT  WA S  T H E  5 T H  F I G H T E R  W I N G ?
 ◆ The 5th Fighter Wing was the air arm of the Royal Navy carrier HMS Indomitable who fought as a part 

of the British Pacific Fleet between April 1944 and August 1945.

 ◆ Comprised of young men from across the Commonwealth, including Canada, New Zealand, Holland 
and South Africa, the book follows their lives and actions that lead them to serve together in this front.

 ◆ The Fighter Wing’s accomplishments were second to none; a feat only achieved by the sacrifice and endurance 
of its men who flew in the battles for Sumatra, Leyte and Okinawa.

W H AT  D O E S  T H I S  B O O K  O F F E R ?
 ◆  This book provides the first detailed history of the courageous 5th Fighter Wing, using many unpublished 

first-hand accounts from pilots of the Fleet Air Arm, the aviation wing of the largest British fleet ever 
assembled.

 ◆ It uncovers the untold truth behind the terrible treatment of aircrew captured by the Japanese, in particular, 
the murder of nine men (including a young New Zealander) days after the war ended.

 ◆ Included within is a collection of stellar photographs, official documents and personal squadron 
diaries that build a complete and no-holds-barred account of the exceptional men who persevered in the 
shadow of death.

After university, Tim Hillier-Graves served with the Royal Navy on land and sea. For much of this time, he was 
involved in weapon development programmes and undertook prolonged periods of study and research at the Royal 
Naval College, Greenwich, and the Royal Military College of Science. Late in his career, he changed direction and 
became a HR specialist before becoming an Assistant Director with responsibilities for service accommodation. He 
retired in 2011 to write full time and has most recently published three railway related books.
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