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BALLOONS

It may seem odd that the Fleet Air Arm should choose to date the Centenary of Naval Aviation on
the ordering of an airship rather than the conventional aircraft that followed, but it represents a
truly historic moment - the extension of the battlespace into the third dimension.
Airships out-performed aeroplanes in many respects throughout the First World War; they had
greater range, could absorb more damage, and could carry a greater payload. Indeed, in the
early days of naval aviation, there were many who believed that airships would remain dominant
over the flimsy new biplanes, and although this did not turn out to be the case, airships and
blimps have appeared in some surprising roles over the last 100 years.
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Britain’s ‘Balloon Navy’ operates barrage balloons from barges in the Thames. Aircrew on both
sides feared the balloons, whose cables trailed unseen in the sky to snare enemy aircraft.
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In the Falklands, the Royal Navy Task Force deploys tethered balloons as aerial radar
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platforms to try to detect low-level aircraft and missiles.
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