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Helicopters had first seen operational service towards the end of the Second World War, but it
was not until the development of efficient gas turbine engines that they became truly useful. In
the early 1960’s the Fleet Air Arm introduced two helicopter types into service that represented a
massive change in capability: the Westland Wessex and the Westland Wasp.

To complement this new type of aircraft, the Royal Navy introduced the first ships to be designed
around the operation of helicopters: the Commando Carriers and Tribal Class Frigates.
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